1554	INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
T. nernfoha Juss. is used medicinally in Philippine Islands,
Guiana, Brazil, and the Gold Coast.
Thevetui and thevetoxin, two highly poisonous neutral piinciples
have been isolated from T. nerufolw.
1. Thevetia neriifolia Juss ex Steud. Norn. ed. 2 II (1841^
680.—Cerbera thevetia Linn. Sp. PI (1753) 209.
A large, evergreen, glabrous shiub 01 small tree, 4.5-6 m. high,
15 cm, diam Juice milky poisonous. Leaves spirally arranged.
7.542 5 by 0.6-1 cm., crowded, linear, nariowed at both ends, bright
gieen and shining above, maigins slightly recurved; petiole minute.
Flowers 5 cm across, yellow, in few-flowered, terminal cymes.
Peduncle usually very short; pedicels about 2.5 cm. long; bracts
variable. Calyx 6 mm. long, divided almost to the base; segments 5,
narrow, acute, persistent and spreading in fruit, reflexed when the
fruil is ripe. Corolla exceeding 5 cm. long, tubular at the base,
tube 1.3 cm. long, throat campanulate, limb plicate, lobes 5, over-
lapping to the left in bud. Corona in the throat of the corolla, of
5 scales arching over the stamens. Stamens 5, inserted at the base
of the corolla throat, anthers incumbent on the stigma. Disk thick,
cup-shaped, accrescent in fruit. Ovary superior, of 2 fiee carpels
united by their styles; stigma broad, angular; ovules 2 in each carpeL
Fruit broadly obovate in longitudinal section 3.2 cm. long, elliptic
in a horizontal cross-section 3 8 cm. broad, exocarp fleshy black when
lipe, mesocarp bony, longitudinally and transversely divided, endocarp
thin, corky; seeds 4 or fewer by suppression.
Distribution    Native of S   America and the W. Indies—Ofteri planted in India,
The plant is bitter, pungent, acrid, hot; astringent to the bowels;
useful in urethral discharges, worms, skin diseases, leucoderma,
wounds, piles, eye troubles, itching, fevers, bronchitis; cures " vata ";
very poisonous (Ayurveda).
The bark is bitter and cathartic, and a powerful febrifuge useful
in various kinds of intermittent fevers.
The milky juice of the tree is highly poisonous; and the kernel is
a powerful aero-narcotic poison.

